New (2005) AWD Escape Hybrid Owner

1st Impressions/Experiences 

     I recently found an out of state “left-over” 2005 Escape Hybrid and purchased it this past weekend (June 9th).  Vehicle appeared to be “loaded” with all options but heated seats and the hybrid/radio/navigation system.  Vehicle was never titled and had just over 1600 miles on it.  Dealership stated several individuals looked at it, expressed interest but never agreed to purchase it.   I use a Scan guard II to monitor my vehicle and here are some of my impressions:

       Positives:
1. Vehicle has plenty of power/acceleration to keep up with traffic.  The state I purchased this vehicle from has a 70 MPH interstate speed limit and I had no trouble keeping up with traffic.  It would not be safe driving 55 MPH for long distances on the interstate in this state. 
2. The vehicle provides a secure and fairly comfortable ride.  The driver’s seat hugged my lumbar and hip region perfectly.   I’m just over 6 feet 1 inch and somewhere around 192 lbs.

3. With the cruise control on for 65 mph and air conditioner set on the coldest level (but not at the max AC) and the fan on the slowest speed, I averaged 30.4 mph on level terrain.   

4. With the cruise control on for 65mph and the air conditioning set on the coldest level (blue)-fan on the slowest speed and I was switching the control between AC and re-circulate (non-AC) the mileage jumped upward to 31.9.

5. Later in the evening, I did not use coldest level (blue) and did not use AC setting at all, just the re-circulate setting while resetting the cruise control to 60 MPH-this netted a MPG reading of 34.7! 

6. The cruise control kept the rpm between just under 3000 (going vertical) and 1500 (descending) while maintaining 2100 RPM’s for 65 MPH on level terrain.  It was interesting to note the RPM increased/decreased as noted even for those minor overpasses often found in flat terrain.

7. My vehicle can stay electric mode from 0 to at or just under 20 mph.  I need more time and experience in an attempt to extend this barrier.
8. Vehicle was much quieter than the 2007 model I drove back in February 2007.  Maybe the previous model was just “too-new” as it had less than 100 miles on it. 
My 2005 model has a hood blanket to lessen the sound.

Negatives/Surprises:

1. No moon/sun roof available with the 2005 models. Maybe a local shop can do install this.
2. Only a carpet covering over the hybrid battery.  I knew the hybrid battery took up the under the floor storage area but I did not realize the floor would also be missing.
3. Cargo storage system (netting?) needs to be devised.   This site provides some possible alternatives for this situation.
4. My elbow does not appreciate the hard armrest.  Need to apply something (computer wrist rest?) on this area.

       Dealership:
1. Small rural town sales staff was a pleasure to deal with.

2. Like their big city dealerships, the staff wasn’t up to date on the capabilities of this vehicle.. 
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